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Depot and Cadet College. I was very unhappy at Farnborough,
& decided not to put it on record. [10 words omitted]. After
it I had 2-J years Tank Corps, which is a different subject, &
would I think only confuse the R.A.F. picture. From the
Tanks I returned for three days to Uxbridge, the R.A.F. Depot,
&; went thence to Cranwell, as I describe. That gave me the
chance to carry the story straight through. Do you think I
ought to expand the 'explanation' into greater length, & detail
the Farnborough & Tank Corps digressions? I have some
raw notes: but they are pretty grim reading.
My bowels have twice or thrice destroyed my poise of stoical
indifference, which is proper to a man of action! A bit of a handi-
cap, is funk: to people of the V.C. class, in which reputation
would put me! Of course I know, in myself, that I'm not a brave
person: and am not sorry. Most brave people aren't attractive.
In 'Last Post* the all clear signal I handed down the hut was
that Corporal Abbinett was again in bed! Sorry. Too much com-
pression there, apparently.
I do think that conscious, deliberate exercise is an evil thing:
but I didn't class 'prostitution' as important. There are so many
prostitutions that one can't take them tragically. [7 lines omitted]
1 would like to say much more about Trenchard some day. A
very noble and unusual person.
We do regard flying as a sort of ritual: more an art than a
science, it is. Unreasonable to expect other people to feel like
that, of course: but it is not an unpresentable Crusade: compared
with the Lord's Sepulchre.
You don't like my saying that the old Depot is reformed away:
and wish for a moral. But I tried not to moralise or condemn
more than the instruments through whom the system worked.
As a victim I have hardly the right to condemn.
I am glad you feel the difference between Cadet College &
Depot. E.M.F. said that Cadet College didn't 'come through'
as a happy place, I re-read the MS, before it went to you, & was
inclined to disagree with him.
It seemed to me to contain better 'bits' than the first two parts.
No doubt they-are too 'bitty': a whole Cadet College would be
longer than Depot.